POLAND AND HER NEIGHBOURS
Poland for his fief of East Prussia. Between that realm
and the Electorate of Brandenburg lay West Prussia,
a portion of the kingdom of Poland, and a desirable
acquisition to the western State, if only on account of
its great port of Danzig. The power of modern
Prussia grew out of the Thirty Years War, and the
gradual weakening of the German Empire by religious
differences which found their expression in those murder-
ous racial conflicts that divided Central Europe into
hundreds of petty principalities. Brandenburg, under
the rule of Frederick William, the Great Elector, con-
trived to keep clear of this struggle, and even to derive
profit and advantage from it, as also from the wars
between Poland, Sweden, and Russia. By casting in his
lot with Poland against Sweden he arranged, by the
Treaty of Wehku in 1657, that the Dukedom of Prussia
should be ceded to him in its entirety, and free of the
homage formerly paid for it to the King of Poland. His
successor, Frederick, who acceded to his throne in 1688,
was the first King of Prussia; and from him the kingdom
descended to the keeping of Frederick the Great, his
grandson.
Born in 1712, Frederick was in his youth the victim of
the capricious sternness of his father Frederick William,
the second King of Prussia. He was brought up on the
principle that anything he desired must be to his disad-
vantage and undoing. It was of little avail to rebel
against such severity of discipline, such absence of sym-
pathy as he experienced on the part of his parents. Once
he planned to leave Prussia and the tyranny to which he
was subject, and, in the company of two young officers,
to take refuge at the Court of England. The plot was
discovered, however, and the young Frederick had the
terrible experience of seeing one of his accomplices
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